
SPRING 2020

22 W. Jimmie Leeds Road, Galloway Township, NJ 08205
(609) 404-4848   ■   www.seashoregardens.org

GREETINGS from



From the Desk of
Martin H. Klein, President/CEO

Dear Friends,

In these unprecedented times, we depend upon each other for support. Nowhere 
is that more evident than among our extended family here at Seashore Gardens 
Living Center. We are collectively doing all that we can to ensure the safety of our 
residents and staff.

During times like these, our responsibility to others is even more important. It’s why I prefer to stay on the front 
lines with our dedicated staff to offer comfort, support and guidance rather than sheltering in place at home. I 
feel that my experience with administering the Home in times of crises – from fire to flu – is invaluable in times 
like these.  I know that this pandemic, too, will run its course, and we may take some comfort in that fact.

When you enter this profession, you make a commitment to protect and serve others. That sometimes means 
you’ll stay hours past your shift or work years past retirement. It is work that is not always easy but it also provides 
an immeasurable amount of satisfaction. There is nothing that compares to seeing the glow of happiness when 
you’re able to make a real connection with someone else. We do that every single day – in a pandemic and in 
normal times - as we fulfill our mission of enriching elder lives.

Thank you to our families for supporting the protective measures we have had to put into effect. Know that your 
loved ones are receiving the care and attention that we would give our own parents and grandparents. Thank 
you also to all of those who have been able to donate to our nonprofit Home. Your support helps us to continue 
our mission.

We are in this together. We will come out on the other side, stronger, more resilient and with a new appreciation 
for the things we previously took for granted. 
Stay safe and well.

Most sincerely,

Martin H. Klein, MA, LNHA, CALA
President and CEO

Our Mission
The Simon & Sylvia Zisman Seashore Gardens Living Center is a nonprofit home for the aged, 
guided by Jewish tradition, law and charity, dedicated to enriching the quality of life for each 

of our residents. Seashore Gardens Living Center continuously strives to provide the finest 
quality of health care and supportive services to our residents. Seashore Gardens Living Center 
promises to remain proactive in meeting the challenges we face with the understanding that we 

are in existence for our residents.
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From the Desk of 
Alysia Price, Executive Director

Within a few weeks, the Covid-19 pandemic has significantly changed all of our 
lives. At Seashore Gardens Living Center, we’re working hard to establish a new 
normal for our residents.

Our staff is rallying in numerous extraordinary ways despite the challenges. They’re on the front lines, 
caring for our residents 24/7 within the parameters of social distancing. It is their ability to adapt that 
makes things work so seamlessly. They have transformed group programs to individualized activities 
and their creativity is keeping residents stimulated and entertained. They are helping residents to 
maintain important family connections through FaceTime and Skype calls. They are ensuring that 
special occasions like birthdays are still celebrated. 

We are all pitching in. My days as an Executive Director are varied and eventful in this pandemic. I am 
working closely with the Department of Health, our associations, and the CDC to ensure that we are 
following strict guidelines and to solidify our plan -- should we need it -- to quarantine any resident 
who may show signs of illness. I am also assisting our nursing staff in feeding residents. The extra help is 
needed as they dine in their rooms. 

Finally, I am making sure that we have the resources available to care for our residents. We, like other 
healthcare facilities, are facing challenges of obtaining supplies, such as face masks and hand sanitizer.  
Donations and support to not-for-profit organizations such as ours are extremely crucial, especially 
during this difficult time.  We are experiencing loss of revenue due to low census and increasing 
expenses.  We also had to reschedule and modify important fundraisers.  

Our community is strong and we will get through this together.  We must find ways to stay positive and 
move forward as we fulfill our mission to enrich elder lives. Thank you for your continued support to 
make this possible.

Alysia Price, L.C.S.W., L.N.H.A., C.A.L.A., C.D.P. 
Executive Director
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As the Director of Donor Services and Public 
Relations, I do the PR and marketing that helps 
convey our key messages so that potential donors 
feel empowered to support Seashore Gardens Living 
Center. It’s a job that I love because I’m helping to 
enrich the lives of our residents—whom I consider 
my extended family. 

I added a very important job to my resume this January—Mom-Mom to 
my first grandchild Donovan, born in Seattle about the same time as the 
first COVID-19 case surfaced in the U.S.. We were so lucky to meet and 
hold him prior to the crisis, and now “see” him grow through Facetime, 
videos and daily photos on a Bluetooth photo frame.

As the COVID-19 crisis accelerated, so much has changed. As you know, 
we had to make the difficult decision to transform our 10th Annual Run/
Walk into a virtual event. We considered canceling it outright, but this is 
the only fundraiser for our Alzheimer’s and Dementia outreach, which is 
so needed—even and especially during a pandemic. 

Almost overnight, our focus shifted to health, safety and communications. 
I started to channel my efforts to ensure that families could “see” their 
loved ones even when they were no longer able to visit. We posted photos 
on Facebook and scheduled video chats for residents with their families. 
We quickly learned how challenging social distancing could be for our 
elderly residents, especially our most vulnerable group with Alzheimer’s 
and dementia. We are doing our best to keep them active and engaged.

So that everyone remains fully informed during the pandemic, we publish 
regular updates from Alysia Price via Constant Contact, our website and 
Facebook. When masks became mandated for all employees, and we didn’t 
have enough for the long haul, we put out a plea—and you answered. 
Thank you.

On a personal note, as I long for my family in Seattle, especially my beloved 
new grandson, being able to connect our residents with their children and 
grandchildren has become the favorite part of my day.

Making a Difference
Sharon D’Angio
Director of Donor Services and Public Relations

Our Wish List
Unopened art supplies, 
large print crossword 

puzzles, word jumble books 
and Amazon gift cards for 

recreations department

Used mp3 players and 
iTunes gift cards for 

the Music and Memory 
Program.

Fully Electric beds with 
mattress and side rails

$1800.00

Industrial Kitchen Aid food 
mixer

$1000.00

Industrial Plate Warmer
$2500.00

3 Wireless microphones for 
Resident Council

$100.00 each

Donations of PPE, 
disposable surgical masks 

or home made, and 
disposable ponchos, or 
monetary donations for 

PPE.

Add Seashore Gardens 
Foundation to your 

Amazon account through 
Amazon Smile to make a 

small donation from every 
purchase  you make!
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“Enriching Elder Lives”
All of the programs and activities at SGLC are important but none is as timely as our June M. 
Cohen Family Connection Fund. It was created to connect families via FaceTime and WiFi. 
Because of that fund, we were able to complete WiFi through the entire building and purchase 
a large screen IN2L computer system and new iPads to allow all of us to provide FaceTime, 
Skype, Tele Medicine, one-on-one Social Services sessions, Care Plans, sensory content for 
our Comfort Care residents, and more.

Let’s stay connected. We are all in this together, and that is what will take us successfully 
through this challenging time.

Sharon D’Angio
Director of Donor Services and Public Relations

For information about donations or #givingtuesday, you can contact 
Sharon D’Angio at (609) 748-4614 or dangios@seashoregardens.org 

Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/seashoregarden

Seashore Gardens Foundation
22 W. Jimmie Leeds Rd., Galloway Township, NJ 08205

www.seashoregardens.org

Thank you to all who have supported our Virtual 5k/7K, made their 
Annual Gifts, continue their monthly gifts, donated food or treats 
for the staff, sent encouraging messages or letters, donated surgical 
or homemade masks or ponchos, funded our programs and helped us 
in so many ways. We always appreciate you and wish we could list you 
all . As we struggle to carry on business as usual in the midst of a 
pandemic, please know that you are the wind beneath our wings! Your 
support and encouragement helps more than you know!

 -Marty
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Seashore Gardens Living Center
Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers and Directors

We honored employees and a volunteer at our annual meeting on Jan. 23rd with Making a Difference awards. 
Award recipients were nominated by staff members and represented several departments throughout the Home. 
Congratulations to Sharon D’Angio, Fermarie Rivera, Renee Faulkner, Michael Falcasantos, Jessica O’Brien, and 
Tara Cruser-Moss.

SGLC President/CEO Martin H. Klein, LNHA, CALA, delivered welcoming remarks, and Rabbi Aaron Krauss 
provided the invocation.  SGLC Board Chair Mark Stein, Esq. presided over the meeting. Shirley Bernstein, past 
chair, installed the officers and directors on the SGLC and the Seashore Gardens Foundation boards. Rabbi David 
M. Weis was sworn in as a new board member for the SGLC Board. He also provided the closing benediction. 

The following are the officers for 2020:
Mark Stein, Chair
Martin H. Klein, President/CEO
Robert Hordes, Vice Chair
Michael Stark, Vice Chair
Michael Weinraub, Vice Chair
Ronald Caplan, Treasurer
Sharon Harris-Zlotnick, Secretary
Alysia Price, Assistant Secretary

Making a Difference
Renee Faulkner, CNA, Nursing
Michael Falcasantos, RN, Nursing
Fermarie Rivera Supervisor, Housekeeping
Sharon D’Angio, Director of Donor Services and Public Relations

Rookie of the Year
Jessica O’Brien

Volunteer of the Year
Tara Cruser-Moss

Longevity Award
Emma Rodriguez  (25 Years)
Elaine Miller (30 Years)
Ocqueem Brooks (30 Years)
Mary Ann Gallofin (30 years)
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Staying Connected During Covid-19

We know the importance of family, and the joy that family interactions bring to our 
residents. While we cannot be in the same place with our loved ones, we still want to 
maintain those important connections. Here are some ways that you can stay 
connected to Seashore Gardens Living Center.

Send a Virtual Card
Fill out a form on our website and a card will be created for your loved one. Weʼre making 
weekly deliveries of these special messages!

ViVideo Visit
Our dedicated staa will visit residents in their rooms every day during the hours of 9 am 
and 5 pm and facilitate ten-minute video chat sessions through FaceTime, Skype or 
Zoom. 

Staff Letters
Send a message of gratitude to our dedicated Healthcare Heroes. 

FindFind more information about these options, and our latest policies, on our website. Visit 
www.seashoregardens.org, scroll down and click on “Keeping Connected During 
COVID-19.”

Help Keep Us Connected
TheThe June M. Cohen Family Connection Program provides the essential connections for 
residents with their families via wi-- and technology. This program oaers opportunities 
for residents to video chat with their loved ones, bringing joy and enhancing their 
quality of life. Consider making a donation to help this program, which is more 
important than ever during this challenging time. Thank you.

Special Thank you to Robert & Helene Hordes for their generous annual Donation to 
our Wi- fund that they founded.

12:34 PM
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Before the pandemic, we were conducting weekly sessions of our intergenerational program, Opening 
Minds Through Art. This program is funded via a grant from the Association of Jewish Aging Services. 
Our residents with dementia are paired with occupational therapy students from Stockton University 
to create art while building meaningful one-on-one relationships. It’s been a great success and we look 
forward to continuing it as soon as we are able. Look for an online gallery of resident artwork from this 
program soon.
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We launched the Eldergrow gardening program in January in our Assisted Living residence and 
Comfort Care neighborhood. These mobile gardens engage residents, ignite their senses, and stimulate 
cognitive exploration. Prior to the pandemic, Comfort Care residents enjoyed the original horticulture 
program while our Assisted Living residents were working with a farm-to-fork herb garden including 
culinary demonstrations. Stockton University students, a.k.a. The Seashore Gardeners, have been 
trained in the program and are volunteering to help SGLC Activities staff. We look forward to getting 
back to these programs soon.
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Volunteer Spotlight
Dr. Megan Foti

My name is Megan Foti and I have been an occupational therapist for 15 years.  While 
I have had the fortune of working with many different populations, somewhere along 
the way, I fell in love with older adults. There is something special about connecting 
with and learning from people who have endless experiences and wisdom. Since 2012 
I have worked at Stockton University, where I am now an Associate Professor.  I teach 
mostly in the Master of Science of Occupational Therapy (MSOT) program, but also 
teach some courses in older adult-related topics at the undergraduate level and I am the 
advisor of the undergraduate Occupational Therapy Club. 

When I first started teaching, I learned that students don’t like to just sit and be lectured for hours. When I first started 
teaching about aging and older adulthood, I learned that many students are reluctant to explore geriatric practice. So, 
it made sense that the best way to get students engaged and support their learning was to integrate fun activities. The 
best way to help them feel more comfortable with older adults, was to facilitate positive interactions.  This is where 
Seashore Gardens comes in!

Since 2015, I have had countless opportunities to interact with Seashore Gardens residents and staff. Through the 
Stockton Center on Successful Aging (SCOSA), I received funding to become certified in TimeSlips, an evidence-
based program that uses creative storytelling for people with dementia. Since then, I have run countless storytelling 
groups on 2 South and Comfort Care. Many students have also been trained, certified, and assisted me with research 
projects related to our TimeSlips experience.  What I can share is that evidence supports that when students are given 
opportunities to have FUN with people with dementia, they consistently report improved comfort and positive feelings.  

In addition to TimeSlips, I have joined students in other projects.  Pre-OT students volunteer to work with residents 
in Opening Minds through Art in collaboration with the activities department. In the assisted living neighborhood, 
Stockton MSOT students run Seashore Gardens University, in which they plan engaging and educational groups on a 
variety of topics.  MSOT students also run weekly health and nutrition groups on Comfort Care, called GetFit Seniors, 
supported by another SCOSA grant my colleagues received. The one “rule” I give students for GetFit is that everyone 
has to have fun.  Each week I look forward to pictures my students send of people singing, dancing, and laughing.  Also 
this year, a group of freshman students I mentor started Seashore Gardeners.  Perhaps what makes Seashore Gardeners 
so special to me is that it started as a class assignment in which freshman had to develop an intergenerational program.  
My students asked if there was any way I could help make their vision a reality.  With the support of my friends at 
Seashore Gardens, and their new partnership with ElderGrow, my freshman committed to weekly time volunteering.  
Seashore Gardeners is not connected to a class, volunteer requirements, or anything else.  It is just students who want 
to spend time at Seashore Gardens. 

Since my initial meeting with Missy Rundio almost 5 years ago, our relationship has just continued to evolve. So 
many students have stepped foot into the facility for a class or volunteer assignment with me, many of whom have 
declared minors in Gerontology or now work with older adults because of the positive experiences they had at Seashore 
Gardens.  In the midst of the COVID-19 crisis, my MSOT students are still committed to helping residents and have 
sent resources or made videos for residents and staff.   I always say that my time at Seashore Gardens is one of my 
favorite things about my job at Stockton.  I feel honored and have so much gratitude to have had the experiences I have 
had at Seashore Gardens and cannot wait to see what the future holds.  
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Staff Spotlight 
Jill Laboy Food Services Director

If you have dined at our Boardwalk Café or attended one of our luncheons or 
celebrations, you have enjoyed the culinary creations of Jill Laboy. As Director 
of Food Service, Jill is responsible for preparing the delicious and healthy meals 
daily for our residents and food for special occasions.

It is a labor of love for this classically trained chef who wants residents to feel 
satisfied. “They can’t control the fact that they need care at this time in their 
lives,” she said. “But they still can control what they choose to eat.” She offers 
plenty of choices for substitutes in case they don’t like what’s on the menu.

Jill brings an expertise to the job that complements her enthusiasm for creating wonderful meals. She is a chef 
trained at the Academy of Culinary Arts at Atlantic Cape Community College. She worked in the casinos, 
including the gourmet restaurant Peregrine’s at the Atlantic City Hilton, before moving on to Ocean Point 
at Shore Memorial. She joined the staff of Seashore Gardens Living Center (SGLC) in 2007, and began her 
journey into the Jewish dietary laws of Kashrut since the meals and snacks served at SGLC are kosher.

She is brightening spirits for all these days with special occasion cakes to celebrate resident birthdays and treats 
delivered via a cupcake cart when it’s not Passover. In addition to her normal duties, she has taken on the task 
of feeding our staff members. This caring act has helped to relieve some of the stress for those working long 
shifts. She also has thought to order extra supplies, from toilet paper to other essentials, so that our staff could 
purchase them at cost for their homes.

“In my many years as Food Service Director, I have encountered many scenarios feeding almost 400 staff and 
residents in a kosher setting but none have been as challenging, frustrating, inspiring or gratifying as during 
this time,” she said. “The staff has come together to assist my department and I truly feel we are all in this 
together. As always, we do what we do for our residents.”

We salute Jill and all of our staff who are going the extra mile during this time.

Where Affordable living Means Comfort and Style

24 w. Jimmie Leeds Road     Galloway Township, NJ 08205
(609) 748-4455     www.seashoregardens.org
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New Years Eve!New Years Eve!
Our residents rang in the new year with a Masquerade party 
on our Boardwalk. This is always a favorite event with 
live music, festive food, noisemakers and a champagne 
toast. Many thanks to our hardworking recreation staff 
who made this event a success!  
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Race Thank You
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Team If Betty Can, I Can  /  A-Team  /  Team Tootsie Pohl  /  Team Run 4 The Moment
#teamdonny  /  Team Janice’s Feet  /  Team Rose Dangler  /  Team North Beach
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William Kohler
Irene Koziel

Margaret Lambert
Samuel Lashman
Cynthia Legowski

Susan Leibowitz & Bill Yantis
Beth Leven

Ethel & Arnold Levinson
Dr. & Mrs. Alex Lieberman

Florence Lippman and Family
Sam Litwin for Tauba Litwin
Joseph Anthony Logiovino

Celia Mastel
Mila McDonough

Kathleen McLaughlin
Myrna Miller

Ingrid & Regina Moschik
Patricia Mullin

Iris Nadel & Family
Florence Novek  & Daughters

Elizabeth O’Grady
Carol Ordille

Bernadette Perna
Joanne Peskoff
Sandra Pinsly

Ed Quigley
The Family of Rita J. Ranieri

Jerome Rhodes
Veronica Rhodes
Sigmund Rimm
Carl Robinson

Hedy Roche & Family
Iris Rosenbaum
Etta Rubinstein

In Memory of Millie Schissler
John Schultz & Gary Hill

Amy Schupler Veaner
Margaret Shamberg and Family

Mindy Shusterman
Joseph & Debra Skwisz

Robert Soifer
Mark Stein

Leslie Steinberg
Jim & Leslie Sykes

Shirley Tepper and Brenda Fishman
Dorothy Uman

Patricia & Frank Vannella
Ruth Weislow

Michael & Lila Whitford
Mabel Winkler

Anna Wynn
Sharon Harris-Zlotnick & Norman Zlotnick

Joy H. Amelio
Arlene Arenson & Family

The Ashekian Family
Carol Banks
Bill Barkin

Ray & Cindy Beckler
Diane Bell

Cindy and Gene Belperio 
In Memory of Bernice Abrams

Nadine and Art Bernard
Caren Bernstein

Howard & Shirley Bernstein
Jerry & Shelley Bernstein

Dr. & Mrs. Mitchell Brezel
Jim & Loralyn Burke

Paul Burke
Janice Cambron
Brigit Capaldi

Dan & Deb Carmen
Alan Carmy in Memory of Abraham Carmy

Jack Casto
Michael Cimino

The Colgan Family
Arlene Cohen  & Family

Stuart Cohen & Patrick Soleilhavoup
In Memory Aliette Cohen

Patti Corbett
Michael Costa, In Memory of  Margaret (Peggy) Costa

Rose Cruet
Family of Edith Dabbenigno

Mary Ann Damiano for Grace Murphy
Jeff Delson

Lisa Dicht for Mildred Engleman
Jack and Lois Dubis

Family of Joanne Dwyer
Lloyd & Ellen Eisen

Gloria Farina
Alan J. Feldman, M.D.

Ruth Finkel
Dr. & Mrs. Mathew & Sindy Finkelson

Jim Fisher’s Family
Ochs and Ford Family

Zoe Gingold for Renee Lashman
Freda Goldberg
Jason Goldstein/

Roth-Goldsteins’ Memorial Chapel Family
In loving memory of Mary Willene Hood

from her daughters Carra, Stephanie & Beverly
Brian K. Jackson & Michael Baker

Joan Kaess
Marie Keller Family

Carol Kissinger

Thank you for contributing to 
this years staff holiday fund
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For questions/info call (609)-404-4848

Martin H. Klein
President and CEO

kleinm@seashoregardens.org

Alysia Price
Executive Director 

pricea@seashoregardens.org

Michelle Matino
Assistant Administrator

matinom@seashoregardens.org

Missy Rundio
Dir. of Recreation and Volunteers

rundiom@seashoregardens.org

Keren Zepeda
Human Resources Coordinator
zepedak@seashoregardens.org

Jessica O’Brien
Admissions Coordinator

obrienj@seashoregardens.org
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For Corona Virus Updates Visit
www.seashoregardens.org/updates

We are continuing to practice Social Distancing and all photos and events 
took place before March 11th, 2020.


